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COMMENTARY 
Fdday, May 3, 1996 EDITORIAL BOARD: 

MICHAEL KOEHLER 
RYANVOZ 
PAUL WAIT 
SARAH TIECK 

Editorial 
Get the waders 

Student Government 
campaigns heat up 

It is time for students to elect their representatives as Student 
Government elections heat up, and the bovine scat piles up on 
campus. 

Get the waders, folks, because this year's election is going to 
be a doosie. 

This year, University Chronicle will endorse no single 
candidate for president or vice president. Instead, we will 
recommend two presidential candidates who Shine above the 
rest. 

Amy Nord and Robert Swanson have proven records of 
leadership with Student Government. Because of this, they 
both get the University Chronicle stamp of approval. Nord is 
an outspoken leader while Swanson gets it done behind the 
scenes. Take your pick - either one will do a good job as 
president. 

However, we will take issue with senseless and unobtainable 
campaign promises by candidate Chris Herrmann. 

His entire campaign lacks substarn;:e. 
Division I sports and a wet campus sound good on the 

surface, but about three seconds of kicking.in the old biain will 
show these things cannot happen. SCS has neither the funding 
nor the resources to support Division I athletics ex:cept hockey. 
Do the math! Cutting fees while trying to increase athletics 
cannot happen at the same time in an age of limited funding 
from the Minnesota Legislature. 

The idea of a wet campus shows how much Herrmann has 
thought about the powers of the Student Government 
president. The decision to allow alcohol on campus is made at 
the system level, not at Student Government meetings. 

Students are encouraged to vote, because each vote makes a 
difference. Typically, only a small percentage of students vote 
during elections. Last yCar's presidential election was decided 
by eight votes. Each vote counts. 

Get out and vote and choose the candidate who you think 
will be best for SCS, not the candidate who makes empty 
campaign slogans. 

Michael R. Koehler 
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Tenant's rights demand "good faith" 
by Paul Wait, Assistant managing editor 

I was fuming. 
Like a hive of ornery 

bumblebees that had just been 
stepped on, I wanted 
resolution - no, I wanted 
revenge - and I wanted it 
right now. 

I was asleep. In bed. In my 
apartment. I awoke to a loud 
knock, followed by a key 
turning the lock on my 
apartment door. 

Instinctively, I sprang from 
the bed and into the li vi ng 
room in time to meet a 
representative from the 
management company that 
runs our complex as he opened 
the door. 

I stood red-faced in my 
underwear as he and the 
prospective tenant who was 
with him quickly exited the 
apartment. 

I almost started down the 
hallway after them, but instead 
retreated to my bedroom to 
find some pants. By the time I 
was legally-presentable to 
venture into public, the 
offending p3rty had vanished. 

I had given notice to 
terminate my lease a week 
earlier, but I had no idea I had 
given up my right to privacy 
along with it. 

The management 
representative never notified 
me in any way that he might 
be showing the place. I do 
have a phone and an 
answering machine. 

I filed a complaint with the 
company and told my intruder 
just how furious and violated I 
felt. He never apologized, and 
in fact implied the intrusion 
was my fault for not 
specifying in my notice to 
vacate which hours might be 

" I had given notice to terminate 
my lease a week earlier, but I had 
no idea I had given up my right to 
privacy along with it. " 

best to show the apartment. 
He further claimed that no 

notke is required to enter my 
apartment. I was alarmed. 

In Wisconsin, where I have 
rented several apartments, 
landlords or their agents are 
required to give a 12-hour 
notice or get the tenant's 
consent before they can enter 
the apa"rtment, except in 
emergencies. 

I went to the library to 
research Minnesota's tenancy 
statutes. Minnesota statute 
504.183 Subd. 2 states: "A 
landlord may enter the 
premises rented by a tenant 
only for a reasonable business 
purpose and after making a 
good faith effort to give the 
tenant reasonable notice under 
the circumstances of the intent 
to enter." 

The language in this statute, 
which I presume was to 
prevent incidents like mine, is 
horribly vague. Maybe 
knocking loudly before keying 
in is a "good faith effort." 
Then again, maybe standing in 
the hallway and yelling "I'm 
coming in" as if hailing "fore" 
when about to hit a tee shot at 
the country club is fair 
warning. 

Or maybe the legislators 
w_ho passed the bill thought 
every landlord or property 
manager would adhere to 
"Minnesota nice," never 
intruding or putting their gains 

ahead of someone else's rights. 
An apartment needs to be a 

safe haven, a home. When you 
agree to a lease, you expect a 
certain level of privacy for 
sleeping and keeping your 
belongings safe and even 
parading nude through your 
living room if you so choose. 

There is also the 
fundamental expectation of 
safety. If a man I've never 
seen before enters my 
apartment without prior notice, 

· what certainty do I have that 
he is an apartment 
management representative? 

He may be a previous tenant 
or burglar. He may also be an 
assailant. He could be stalking 
my wife. 

In my incident, the intruder 
did identify himself after he 
began to enter. But anyone 
could have read the 
management company name 
on the outside of the building 
and recited it as they barged 
in. 

Were I sleeping with the 
bedroom door shut or taking a 
shower, I may not have been 
aware that someone was in mY 
home. Maybe next time my 
underwear will be on the floor 
and not around my waist. 

Or maybe I' 11 be startled and 
reach for the closest object of 
self-defense. I'll yell "look 
out" just before I swing. 

That's a "good faith effort," 
don't you think? 
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OPINIONS 
Greek organizations proven 
deceptive and destructive 

Recently, an editorial was printed about the wonderful and valuable experience 
membership in a fraternity or sorority offers. Obviously I cannot dispute what a 
fraternity offers a brother, hut I can and will dispute what a sorority can offer a 
sister. I can dispute this, because I was a member of Delta Zeta, the oldest 
sorority on this campus. The only things I observed in the sorority were 
hierarchical power struggles, bitter rivalry between sororitios, sexual harassment; 
discrimination, minor corlsumption; peer presSure, cliqu\;:s, dishonesty and high 
levels of intoxication. 

In Delta Zeta, I held the offices of sorority education and philanthropy. During 
my time as chairwoman of philanthropy, I tried several things to involve members 
of Della Zela in evems lhat would both beHer them and the community. Since 
Delta Zeta's national philanthropy.is speech and hearing-impaired people, I set up 
a special program in a nursing home and Out Reach to the Elderly. I had it set up 
so one person would do no more than two hours of community service in one 
academic quarter. As it turned out, the members did less than that. Most members 
of the Greek organizations spend their weekends volunteering in the community, 
with the rare exception that twice a year Delta Zeta does Adopt-A-Highway, and 
recently they did do the Adopt-A-Block for the_ first time in over a year. 

As for the parties, yes, you must be 21 to carry alcohol in and to check it in, 
but that does not mean that once in the party you will not be served alcohol. 
Whoever carried your alcohol in for you will then give you a ticket saying what 
type of alcohol you brought in and how much. When the minor wants his/her 
alcohol, they simply walk up to where the alcohol is being stored, hand the host 
(member of the Greek organization holding the party) of the party the ticket. The 
host will then hand you a colored plastic glass and one of whatever type of 
itlcohol you brought, even though the marking made on your hal).d by the person 
at the door clearly shows that the individual is not 21. The purpose of the colored 
glass is so that if the party docs get busted, then the Greek organization holding 
the party can say that because of the color of the· glass, they could not tell what 
you were drinking. 

Going through rush is like going through the meat market. Some women that 
helped out at our rush events were not even members of Della Zeta, but no one 
cares. We put on our best clothes, got as many people there as possible, cleaned 
our house and told them all the wonderful advantages there are to being in Delta 
Zeta. It is a finely-tuned act. Delta Zeta should win an Oscar. for they put on quite 
an act, when they do not know the lrue meaning of the word sister. 

In times of need, you had better not look to a sister, at least if you are in the 
sorority that I belonged to. One of our pledges attempted suicide a few weeks 
after pledging. Delta Zeta was not there for her. All everyone was concerned 

about was how to remove her from Delta Zeta so as not to tarnish the sacred 
image, when just weeks ago we stood around dressed in white, candles burning, 
pledging to help, guide, share and grow with her. We even sang, but when push 
came to shove we broke our pledge. In tum, thankfully. the girl did to. 

I honeslly do not believe that the fraternities and sororities teach leadership 
skills, at least not the skills that I want to learn. Let us not forget the skills Delta 
Sigma Phi taught. They leach their members to be racist, homophobic, 
ster~otypical, sexist, discriminating and revolting on the Internet. I don't know 
that I am a leader, but I am involved on this campus extensively. I am the co­
facilitator of Men Against Violence Against Women, work on the Clothesline 
Project, participate in the Mentor Program for gifted or accelerated sludents in St. 
Cloud's elementary schools, work with the elderly, serve as the Performing Arts 
Coordinator for University Program Board and many other activities. I can 
honestly say that my Greek involvement did anything but foster that ambition. It 
did more to hinder it. 

To women on this campus thinking of joining a sorority, I give y; u this to think 
about if you want to drink the majority of your college career away, be told what 
to do by your "sisters," or fit into a cookie-cutter image made by women you will 
probably never meet, ihen by all means, join a sorority. If it is involvement, and 
resume builders, friends or just things to do there are over 200 other.organizations 
on this campus that you can join that won ' t cost you a penny and will foster huge 
growth and really build your resume and make a positive impact on your future. 
Remember that money does not buy friends. When the money ends, so does the 
friendship . The friendship will end when you break their mold. 

I will endure high levels of criticism for this editorial, this I am sure of, so why 
write it? I wrote this because there is a never ending battle between the Greeks 
saying how great they are, and others, who are' not Greek, disagreeing. Well, I 
was Greek and I agree that the Greek institutions on this campus are more 
hannful and threatening than helpful to a person's college career and sometimes 
even their lives. 

Christina Burton~Prust 
sophomore 
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A message for the rapist 
It is a y.rell-known fact 

that sexual in tercourse is 

much more enjoyable when 

the two or more parties are 

consenting. 

It would be my advice 

to you to get some 

professional help and then 

a life of your own. 

By taking this woman's 

body, you have taken her 

life and destroyed it. It is 

my hope that someday 

she' ll be able to empower 

herself and fight Dack 

against the sick bastards 
like yourself. It's the men 

like you who plant the seed 

of fear in women 

everywhere. After all is 

said and done, wa,; it really 

worth it? 

By the way, the 

consequences of your 

actions are hardly over. 
·You will eventually be 

judged by the highest court 

in the land, God himself. 

Erin Drew 
freshman 

mass communications 

University Public Safety's drug 
bust was a valid, smart action 

This letter is written in HUNDREDS of crimes downplay drug use and 
response to the "opinion" were being committed on inflate the bad points of 
letter by the freshman campus the day Public alcohol, but use little 
Ryan Murray. Just one Safety was harassing evidence to support it, so I 
question, which of your those poor "bud smokers." ha:ve one final question 
friends was busted by Now. THAT'S pathetic! for you: Who would you 
Public Safety that day? You wrote, "these rather have driving on the 

No, Public Safety didn't students are now labeled same street as a loved 
bust a big cartel, but if as criminals." Guess one, a driver under the 
you really read that what? They ARE influence of drugs or one 
Chronicle article, you criminals! who is intoxicated? It's a 
would see that the seizure You say "no one ever trick question, but your 
was no small matter. They tells about the.positive answer should be neither. 
confiscated an 8 oz. bag things." Would you care to I agree with you on one 
of Marijuana! That's no share, or are you just point. Just because 
small bag, and it most making claims again? alcohol is legal doesn't 
certainly was not intended You also stated that mean it ' s good. 
for personal use; the bag "the only reason lhat Controlled substances, 
would go stale before one marijuana gets such bad like marijuana and 
person could smoke it all . press is because it's cocaine, are illegal. 
That was intended for illegal." Uh. yeah! Unless you plan to do 
sale. I'm sure most of the I'm sure you don't see something to change that, 
residents in Sherburne UPS "busting a ring of they will remain illegal, 
would not appreciate a under-age drinkers," but I and you will be "labeled" 
drug dealer in their only have one thing to say a criminal if you are 
building. about that - maybe the caught using them. 

You say that sexual under-age drinkers 
assaults are happening weren't stupid enough to Christopher 
"all the time." I would advertise all over campus, Jacobson 
LOVE to see your like the "bud smokers" senior 
research on that claim, did. criminal justice 
and I'm sure You work so hard to 


