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Friday, May 3, 1996

Greek organizations proven
deceptive and destructive

Recently, an editorial was printed about the wonderful and valuable experience
membership in a fraternity or sorority offers. Obviously I cannot dispute what a
fraternity offers a brother, but I can and will dispute what a sorority can offer a
sister. I can dispute this, because I was a member of Delta Zeta, the oldest
sorority on this campus. The only things I observed in the sorority were
hierarchical power struggles, bitter rivalry between sororities, sexual harassment,
discrimination, minor consumption, peer pressure, cliques, dishonesty and high
levels of intoxication.

In Delta Zeta, I held the offices of sorority education and philanthropy. During
my time as chairwoman of philanthropy, I tried several things to involve members
of Delta Zeta in events that would both better them and the community. Since
Delta Zeta’s national philanthropy.is speech and hearing-impaired people, I set up
a special program in a nursing home and Out Reach to the Elderly. I had it set up
so one person would do no more than two hours of community service in one
academic quarter. As it turned out, the members did less than that. Most members
of the Greek organizations spend their weekends volunteering in the community,
with the rare exception that twice a year Delta Zeta does Adopt-A-Highway, and
recently they did do the Adopt-A-Block for the first time in over a year.

As for the parties, yes, you must be 21 to carry alcohol in and to check it in,
but that does not mean that once in the party you will not be served alcohol.
‘Whoever carried your alcohol in for you will then give you a ticket saying what
type of alcohol you brought in and how much. When the minor wants his/her
alcohol, they simply walk up to where the alcohol is being stored, hand the host
(member of the Greek organization holding the party) of the party the ticket. The
host will then hand you a colored plastic glass and one of whatever type of
alcohol you brought, even though the marking made on your hand by the person
at the door clearly shows that the individual is not 21. The purpose of the colored
glass is so that if the party does get busted, then the Greek organization holding
the party can say that because of the color of the glass, they could not tell what
you were drinking.

Going through rush is like going through the meat market. Some women that
helped out at our rush events were not even members of Delta Zeta, but no one
cares. We put on our best clothes, got as many people there as possible, cleaned
our house and told them all the wonderful advantages there are to being in Delta
Zeta. It is a finely-tuned act. Delta Zeta should win an Oscar, for they put on quite
an act, when they do not know the true meaning of the word sister.

In times of need, you had better not look to a sister, at least if you are in the
sorority that I belonged to. One of our pledges attempted suicide a few weeks
after pledging. Delta Zeta was not there for her. All everyone was concerned
about was how to remove her from Delta Zeta so as not to tarnish the sacred
image, when just weeks ago we stood around dressed in white, candles burning,
pledging to help, guide, share and grow with her. We even sang, but when push
came to shove we broke our pledge. In turn, thankfully, the girl did to.

T honestly do not believe that the fraternities and sororities teach leadership
skills, at least not the skills that T want to learn. Let us not forget the skills Delta
Sigma Phi taught. They teach their members to be racist, homophobic,
stereotypical, sexist, discriminating and revolting on the Internet. I don’t know
that I am a leader, but I am involved on this campus extensively. I am the co-
facilitator of Men Against Violence Against Women, work on the Clothesline
Project, participate in the Mentor Program for gifted or accelerated students in St.
Cloud’s elementary schools, work with the elderly, serve as the Performing Arts
Coordinator for University Program Board and many other activities. I can
honestly say that my Greek involvement did anything but foster that ambition. It
did more to hinder it.

To women on this campus thinking of joining a sorority, I give you this to think
about: if you want to drink the majority of your college career away, be told what
to do by your “sisters,” or fit into a cookie-cutter image made by women you will
probably never meet, then by all means, join a sorority. If it is involvement, and
résumé builders, friends or just things to do there are over 200 other izati

A message for the rapist

It is a well-known fact
that sexual intercourse is
much more enjoyable when
the two or more parties are
consenting.

It would be my advice
to you to get some
professional help and then
a life of your own.

By taking this woman’s
body, you have taken her
life and destroyed it. It is

my hope that someday
she’ll be able to empower
herself and fight back
against the sick bastards
like yourself. It’s the men
like you who plant the seed
of fear in women
everywhere. After all is
said and done, was it really
worth it?

By the way, the
consequences of your

actions are hardly over.
You will eventually be
judged by the highest court
in the land, God himself.

Erin Drew
freshman
mass communications

University Public Safety’s drug
bust was a valid, smart action

This letter is written in
response to the “opinion”
letter by the freshman
Ryan Murray. Just one
question, which of your
friends was busted by
Public Safety that day?

No, Public Safety didn’t
bust a big cartel, but if
you really read that
Chronicle article, you
would see that the seizure
was no small matter. They
confiscated an 8 oz. bag
of Marijuana! That’s no
small bag, and it most
certainly was not intended
for personal use; the bag
would go stale before one
person could smoke it all.

on this campus that you can join that won’t cost you a penny and will foster huge
growth and really build your résumé and make a positive impact on your future.
Remember that money does not buy friends. When the money ends, so does the
friendship. The friendship will end when you break their mold. S

T will endure high levels of criticism for this editorial, this I am sure of, so why
write it? I wrote this because there is a never ending battle between the Greeks
saying how great they are, and others, who are not Greek, disagreeing. Well, T
was Greek and I agree that the Greek institutions on this campus are more
harmful and threatening than helpful to a person’s college career and sometimes
even their lives.

Christina Burton-Prust
sophomore
pre-law

That was i ded for
sale. I'm sure most of the
residents in Sherburne
would not appreciate a
drug dealer in their
building.

You say that sexual
assaults are happening
“all the time.” I would
LOVE to see your
research on that claim,
and I'm sure

HUNDREDS of crimes
were being committed on
campus the day Public
Safety was harassing
those poor “bud smokers.”
Now, THAT’S pathetic!
You wrote, “these
students are now labeled
as criminals.” Guess
what? They ARE
criminals!

You say “no one ever
tells about the positive
things.” Would you care to
share, or are you just
making claims again?

You also stated that
“the only reason that
marijuana gets such bad
press is because it’s
illegal.” Uh, yeah!

I’'m sure you don’t see
UPS “busting a ring of
under-age drinkers,” but I
only have one thing to say
about that — maybe the
under-age drinkers
weren’t stupid enough to
advertise all over campus,
like the “bud smokers”
did.

You work so hard to

READ. REACT.

downplay drug use and
inflate the bad points of
alcohol, but use little
evidence to support it, so I
have one final question
for you: Who would you
rather have driving on the
same street as a loved
one, a driver under the
influence of drugs or one
who is intoxicated? It’s a
trick question, but your
answer should be neither.
1 agree with you on one
point. Just because
alcohol is legal doesn’t
mean it’s good.
Controlled substances,
like marijuana and
cocaine, are illegal.
Unless you plan to do
something to change that,
they will remain illegal,
and you will be “labeled”
a criminal if you are
caught using them.

Christopher
Jacobson
senior

criminal justice




