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_EDITORIAL

Value of Iraqi life

‘equally important

Synday morning President Clinton addressed the

natién to explain why an attack against Iraq was called

off Saturday. He listed several reasons why but failed to
list the importance of human life.

Journalists asked Clinton how they could trust
Saddam Hussein to keep his word when he has broken
his promises so many times in the past. Clinton
answered by reiterating the halted attack was :
contingent on Iraq's complete cooperation with the
U.N. weapons inspectors.

The: University Chronicle does not purport to fully
understand all the issues involved in problems between
Iraq, the U.S. and the United Nations. .

However, the value of human life is thoroughly
understood. :

Human life is not disposable. This nation has a long
history of periodically picking and choosing enemies.
Usually war involves death, which means all parties
involved in an attack lose mothers, fathers, brothers,
sisters, aunts, and uncles.

The way in which this society discusses war is
incomprehensible. What is said standing behind a
podium does not always convey the graveness of the
situation.

The Persian Gulf War was portrayed as an efficient
and clean attack. U.S. weapons were considered so
technologically advanced they were able to hit only
enemy soldiers and not enemy civilians. The media
presented displays of scud missiles and other
explosions as beautiful light shows able to induce
“oohs” and “ahhs.”’

In reality, when the accuracy of these fantastic
weapons was recorded, they fell far short of all the
fanfare. :

According to the text, Consumer Culture and TV
Programming by Robin Andersen, the “‘smart bombs’
were accurate, we were told, and there was “no
intention” of targeting civilians, so those worries were
easily sef aside. No messy pictures of the estimated
100,000 civilian casualties in Iraq muddled the
picture....” - -

While this nation's leaders haggle over breached
contracts and paternalistically decide to give Iraq one
more shot, strive to decipher the language being used -
and reduce it to'its lowest common denominator. What
does air strike, attack and war mean to those not
standing behind a podium?
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_not everyone views

Monday, November 16, 1998

STAFF ESsAY

ERIK PETERSEN, PHOTO EDITOR

Confessions of a cruel, careless person

While the people of the
world are plagued with
such calamities as
starvation, war, murder,
AIDS and the likes, there is
one problem that
has been left out of
the limelight.
Fishing.

I realize that

fishing as a major
problem in our
society, and up
until a week ago,
neither did L. In fact, I will
go so far as to admit that I
am a, well, uh...a
fisherman.

My moment of clarity
came after reading a story
in the Star Tribune.
Members of PETA, People
for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals, helped bring me
to the realization.

It all started with
General Mills. As part of
their advertising, they
typically have an athletic
icon on the front of their
box. Pictures have ranged.
from Michael Jordan to the
1991 World Series -
Champions, the Twins.

Recently, General Mills
had Denny Brauer on their
box. While the name
probably does not ring a
bell with most sports
enthusiasts, it does in the
fishing world. Brauer.is a
professional angler who
was named 1998 Angler of
the Year. .

A professional angler? It
probably seems absurd to

some that a person could
make a living by catching
fish. Then again, it
probably seems absurd to
some that someone could
make a living by
putting a ball in a
hoop. Regardless,
Brauer has proved
that he is one of the
best at putting fish
in a boat.

‘When PETA
learned of General
Mills’ plan to put
Brauer on the front of its
box, PETA was quick to
get in their face. General
Mills stuck to their guns,
though, and weren’t &
persuaded by PETA.

Now, the group who
opposes fishing on the
grounds that it is cruel has
sent out postcards with a

- spoof of the Wheaties box,

asking grocery stores to
remove the cereal from
their shelves.

Their postcard has a
picture of the actual
Wheaties box on one side,
and PETA’s version on the
other. The spoof picture has
a photo of a goofy looking
man holding a minnow-
sized fish and says “Cereal
Killers” on the bottom.
They replaced the General
Mills trademark with the

+ words “General Kills.” The
Wheaties logo has been
replaced with the word
“Weenies,” and a flag at the
top of the box says
“Fishing Sucks.” In place
of “The Breakfast of

Champions,” they put “The
Breakfast of Lip-Rippers.”
My moment of clarity
then, is obvious. I wasn’t
aware that fishing sucked,
that “lip-ripping” is
unethical, or that I might be
considered a “Weenie” if I
continue with my
inconsiderate ways.
Thanks to PETA’s
mature, responsible

-reaction to General Mills’

decision, I am considering
becoming a born-again
purist; no longer dabbling
in the temptations of the
cruel and unusual
punishments of one of
America’s other favorite
pastimes.

Another enlightening
thought that some folks
have determined is this
cereal box may have
prompted some Minnesota
voters to approve the
constitutional amendment
protecting hunting and
fishing in the voting booths
Nov. 3. Sounds reasonable.

And as a result,
Minnesotans have made it
a constitutional right to be
a weenie lip-ripper.

If we put that much
stock in'what is on a cereal
box, Ventura might
consider his options in
advertising. A mug shot of
him on the front of the
Wheaties box would likely
be enough to get him a
presidential election some

day.
About as likely as me
quitting fishing.




