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Crime stats don't 
always make sense 
The issue: SCSU recently released its 1999 crime 
report, which stated that forcible sex offenses declined 
from 12 reported in 1998 to seven in 1999. 

What we think: Crime stats can be misleading, as many 
crimes of this nature go unreported. 

You've probably heard the nightmarish stories dozens 
of times: a girl goes out, gets drunk, and ends up being 
sexually assaulted either by an acquaintance or a r;mdom 
partygoer. 

SCSU is not, by any means, the only campus affected 
by this sort of activity. 

Virtually every'college campus is rampant with rowdy, 
often underage alcohol consumption,, as well as environ
ments that invite such devious ac.tivity. 

Just as the partying has become an accepted norm, 
unfortunately so has sexual assault. 

Twelve incidents were reported in 1998. But, how 
many incidents actually happened but were not reported? 

Undoubtedly, there were many. 
With a drop from 12 incidents to seven in one year's 

time, naturally there has been a positive reaction. But, 
since there is such a high number of cases that never 
make the statistics, there is no real reason to be excited. 

Any number of sexual assaults.above zero is imaccept
able, and it is obviously still happening. 

Also, the school has changed some policies on how 
the crimes are categorized: For example, forcible sex 
offenses are now broken down into four categories and 
non-forcible offenses into two. 

Broadening the defmitions of sexual assault is not the 
answer to· a troubling epidemic. 

· The university however, by adding emergency blue 
ljghts and increasing education resources to aid personal 

.?awareness, is taking some positive steps to protect the 
/ students. 

But, most sex crimes happen in places where there are 
no emergency lights or Public Safety offices around. 

These often times are the same places that don't show 
up in the numbers. 

Religious conflicts prove violent 
Sitting around in a tent one night at 

William O'Brien the smnmer before 
my senior year in high school, my 
friends and I got into some interesting 
philosophical discussions. Or as inter
esting as a philosophical discussion can 
get when you're still in high school. 

One of the guys in the group posed 
a question: "If you could change one 
thing, what would it be?" 

We all took turns going around the 
circle talking about the one thing we 
would change. Most of our answers 
were highly personal: "I wish my par
ents weren't so hard on me," or ''I wish 
I could lose weight," or " I wish my 
grandpa hadn't died." The answers 
generally reflected things that were 
highly important to 17- and 18-year
olds just on the verge of adulthood. 

Then we got to the last guy in the 
tent. He said: "I wish there was only 
one religion in the world." 

Some of us sat there with thoughts 
crossing our minds, like, "What in the 
world is he thinking," or the basic, 
''.Umm ... whatever." 

But then he explained his point. 
He spoke about how so many con

flicts and wars in world history come 
down to one thing: religion. It may have 
been a simplistic explanation for a very 
complex issue, but he had a point. 

I was reminded of his comments 
this week while watching and reading 
about the current violence occurring in 
the Middle East. Once again, Israelis 
and Palestinians are engaged in violent 
conflict resulting in the deaths .of more 
than 60 people. One of the dead is a 
12-year-old boy who was caught in the 
crossfire while trying to return home 
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from a market with his father. 
The conflict apparently began last 

week because an Israeli fundamental
ist party leader, Ariel Sharon, visited a 
sacred site in Jerusalem known as the 
Temple Mount to Jews and al-Haram 
as-Sharif, or the Noble Sanctuary, to 
Muslims. Who will eventually control 
the site has been a major stumbling 
block in Israeli-Palestinian peace talks 
for many years. 

This conflict, and the many which 
have occurred in the Middle East dur
ing the past 50 years, would not have 
occurred if my friend's one wish was 
reality. 

The rest of the world isn't immune 
to religious conflict. Buddhists, 
Protestants, Roman and Orthodox 
Catholics, Jews and Muslims have all 
found themselyes embroiled in conflict 
over sovereignti, land disputes or geno
cide. 

In East Timar, more than 20% of 
its mostly Roman Catholic population 
died of murder, starvation or disease 
after being forcibly annexed by 
Indonesia. Hindus and Muslims con
tinue to clash in Kashmir. Protestants 
and Catholics in Northern Ireland have 
only recently begun to live a peaceful 

co-existence after more than 30 years 
of fighting. Buddhists in Tibet face 
repeated suppression from the Chinese 
government. And we can't forget the 

. ethnic cleansing and genocide of Jews 
during World War II. 

Granted, many of these conflicts 
are not the result of religious differ
ences alone. Class differences, politi
cal alliances and land disputes all can 
contribute to unrest in these regions. 

But just think about it for one 
moment: If every person in the world
practiced the same rituals, believed in 
the same tenets and worshiped the 
same god in the same manner, these 
conflicts would cease to exist. 

I'm not so naive to think that we 
can snap our fingers and, presto, all 
religious differences will disappear. 
That will probably never happen. I 
don't even know that I would want it 
to. The world would be a mighty bor
ing place if everyone was the same. 

On campus, as on the campuses of 
most public universities, we have a 
melting pot of students from many 
different ethnic and religious back
grounds. We have many student reli
gious organizations which celebrate 
the diversity of beliefs from around 
the world. 

What we can do at SCSU is learn 
to. accept and respect-those who may 
have different beliefs from our own. 
Spjri~ beliefs .are.so central to a per
son's core that attacking their beliefs is 
like attacking them on the most per
sonal level possible. 

Creating a climate of tolerance and 
acceptance on campus may not solve 
the world's problems, but it's a start. 
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~ush & Gore, 
Corporate 
Whores · 

With the exception of which direc
tion they comb the graying hair over 
their receding, middle-aged hairlines, 
Gore and W. are freakin' identical. 

During last night's painfully boring 
debates, I came to the realization that the 

· two republicrat presidential hopefuls just 
may be trying to trick people into believ
ing they are, in reality, each other. 

Same suit? Check. Same hair? 
Check. Same pretty red tie and bland 
white shirt? Check. Same corporate 
influenced half-ouths? Double ,Check 

I'll admit it. I watched. And I'm now 
far more ignorant for my troubles. It 
seems that what now constitutes a 
debate is little more than two talking 
heads trading well rehearsed political 
jargon. Did I say jargon? Maybe, propa
ganda would be more appropriate., 

I could have sworn that democracy, 
as an institution, implied choice. I also 
heard somewhere that choice meant 
having two different options. Where's 

· the option? 
I'll tell you where: Outside the audi

torium trying to get in! 
It seenlli that the corporate powers 

that be managed to impose a banish
ment of Ralph Nader, who had a ticket 
to watch the event and who was pre
vented, not only from participating, but 
from viewing the horrendous proceed
ings by a group of gestapo-like sate 
troopers. 

Where's the democracy in tactics 
like that? 

It's likely that the two ... one ... two(?) 
candidate(s) were afraid that Nader 
might disrupt the carefully scripted pro
ceedings by injecting some outh into 
the mix. 

The only people who may have 
defied the rules of democratic society 
more than the empty suits on stage, was 
the mainstream media who did nothing to 
ensure a fair display of the tough issues. 

Throughout Tu~y's Tragedy, I 
saw some_thing that twisted my prover
bial ca1r Bush and Gore ran the debate, 

'"'ana •tefus-ed 'lo' fdlto'«- \II~ a!ffeM• uiJon 
soucture'. 

•~ "B6th "psuedO'Cll11didates •·acted• like • 
crybabies when they were forced to end 

, ,their repetition of-hollow, mindless drivel. 
· I If what I saw Tuesday night was two 

different people, I must have periodical
ly passed out into some sort of drug 
induced coma during the times that the 
other guy ,vas taking his turn. 
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Battle of the Sexes: Who's to Blame? 
Becca: Hey Tim? 
Tim: Yes, Becca? 
Becca: Why is it that every time l 

meet a nice guy, it seems impossible for 
anything to ever work out between us? I 
cannot be the only one with this prob
lem ... right? • 

Tim: No, Becca, of course you're 
not the only one with this problem. In 
fact, it seems to me that the search for a 
dependable and caring partner in our 
fine little community is more difficult 
than finding .a parking spot on campus. 

Becca: I think the problem stems 
with you guys. I can think of several 
things right off the bat that men could 
afford to pay a little more attention to. 
Where do you want me to start? 

~:,)\'.ow, enlightening, the .fault 
belongs to the men. I never saw that 
coming. This surely isn't a new expla
nation to the problem, but I'll humor 
you. Let's dig into it a little and see what 
we come up with. Why don't you start 
with my biggest fault as the stereotypi
cal "problem guy." 

Becca: If you're humoring me, I 
suppose I can oblige and let you know 
where you went wrong. Exhibit A: you 
never listen! It's not like I want to· talk 
about my feelings every time I open my 
mouth. Maybe you should lend a kind 
ear once in awhile. The time you take to 
listen for even just a little while could 
end up reaping you generous rewards. 
Hope that isn't over your head. 

Tim: Valid point, my dear. I think 
this speaks to a deeper problem, one of 
communication in general. It's obvious 
that this is a major issue in many rela
tionships, and one that causes many to 
deteriorate to the point of failure. Why? 
Well women, generally, put more 

emphasis on the value of talking than 
men. When you discuss tonight's plans 
with your female friends, the conversa
tion takes between IO and 25 minutes. 
My phone conversations - maxhnum 59 
seconds. Maximum. And not only that, 
butL 

Becca: Sorry to interrupt, but if you 
keep talking your whole point is going 
to go up in smoke. But speaking of 
evening plans, I think we opened up a 
new can of worms there. Let's be hon
est with ourselves. Many of the activi
ties we so eagerly plan are anything but 
conducive to long-term relationships. I 
think you know what I'm talking about. 

Ton: Why yes, as a matter of fact, I 
do. But this is only partially my fault. 
Aside from the fact that I really do value 
spending time with my friends, and 
don't plan on sacrificing ALL of it, what 
the hell else is there to do in this town 
besides paying tribute to the gods of 
party? 

Becca: You do have a point there. 
Tim: Of course I do, and it won't be 

my last, dammit. I can only go on so . 
many movie dates before 1t gets old. 
And it's already old. I'd rather do some
thing fun, something that encourages 
more conversation. 

Becca: You're a smart-ass. I have to 
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give you that one though, St Cloud is 
not exactly a thriving cultural mecca. 
But c'mon, Tun, no girl demands you 
sacrifice ALL of your time with friends, 
just enough so that we feel loved. We 
just want to feel loved' Okay, my melo
drama is over. Do you see where I'm 
going with this? 

Tim: Naturally. But this really is 
easier to solve than you think. IBIL 
ME WHAT YOU WANT 1D DO. 
Don't expect me to pull all kinds of fun 
ideas out of my ass, and when I say "So, 
what should we do tonight?", don't give 
me "I don't know," or ''Whatever." I 
cannot read your mind. I have proven it 
time and time again. So throw me a 
bone here, please? 

,Becca: It would be a Jot easier to 
throw you a bone if you-w,ouldn't reject 
every idea that doesn't 'include "liquor 
store sale," or "new Playstation game," 
or "kick--0ff." But let's not belabor the 
point. I only need two words to explain 
my next point: wandering eyes. 
Discuss. 

Tim:(clearing throat) Yeah, !figured 
we'd get to this point. I wish I had a foot 
to stand on here, but I think I'm busted. 
The bottom line is that some females 
dress up to get attention, and I can't help 
but give it to them. This does not, how-

ever, mean that I have any intention of 
pursuing her, especially if I am involved 
with someone. I am a weak bastard, I 
will admit it. 

Becca: I couldn't agree more. 
Ton: The more I drink, the more my 

eyes wander. But outhfully - and I think 
I can speak for most guys here - many of 

• the objects of my attention just make me 
appreciate the girl I am with even more. 

Becca: How romantic. I don't know 
whether to blatantly call you on that load 
of crap or just let you wallow in your 
pathetic attempts at justification. I seri
ously think you're missing my point 
though. I would never expect you to just 
stop looking at other girls. No girl is stu
pid enough to think she can break a guy 
of that habit And guess what- girls 
·check out other guys constantly; at least 
as often as your eyes wander. But do you 
notice this as it is occurring? No. Why? 
Because we know how to hid it. It's real
ly a simple concept 

Ton: I think this brings us to the 
most important point of all in our 
insightful little banter. St Cloud is full of 
eligible bachelors and bachelorettes, and 
this makes it difficult for many, young 
men and women alike, to settle into a 
relationship. I see numerous couples, 
admittedly happy with each other, look
ing over each other's shoulders for 
something just a little better to come 
along. It's a sad state of affairs, but oue 
none-the-Jess. Who wants to miss Mr. or 
Ms. Right while shacked up with Mr. or 
Ms. Wrong? 

_Becca: So eloquent But you know 
what I just remembered? I'm 20. Maybe 
I should just relax about Mr. Right and 
be happy with Mr. Right Now. 

Thn:Amen. 


