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Experts to speak o·n 
First Amendment 

Geoff Higgins 
STAF, WRITER 

Students and experts in the field of jownalism 
will get a chance to bounce off ideas, qllestions 
and answers with each other Friday at the 30th 
annual First Amendment Forwn. • 

This year, The First Amendment Forum is 
focusing on experts from the pbotojownalism 
field of work. Photojownalists are not just people 
at newspapers who take photos, the .job descrip­
tion covers a wide variety of jobs that also· 
includes television journalists. 

With . all of· the challenges to the First 
Amendment on the SCSU campus during the 
2001-2002 school year, many students will have 
the opportunity to ask questions and _find answers 

· to their questions from a wide panel of experts 
· who will be speaking at this event 

The First Amendment Forum is set to take 
place Friday in the Atwood Memorial Center's 
Little Theater. There will be discussions and pre­
sentations from the panel throughout the day start­
ing at 8:30 a.m. and ending at 5 p.m. 

The first pn,sentation of the day will be given 
by John P. Borger, a media attorney who·is well 
known and accredited with his work defending the 
media's right to the freedom of speech. Borger 
was recently awarded the First Amendment 
Defense Award in 200 I. Borger will be available 
for a question and answer session at the end of his 
presentation. . . 

Another feature presentation will be given by 
Linda Cullen, a freelance photojownalist from 

· Minnesota. Cullen has · had an extensive photo­
jownalism career that has · included work with 
major publications and businesses such as The 
Mall of America, General Mills , United Way, 
ESPN magazine, Vrrgin records and many others. 
Cullen bas also been a photographer for Governor 
Jesse· Ventura -and the St Paul Saints baseball 
teatl\, Cullen recently returned from Pakistan, 
where she is undertaking a work-in-progtess 
about the plight of Afghani and Pakistani women. 

Michael Vadnie, an SCSU mass cominunica' 

tions professor and co-coordinator of the event, 
came up with the idea to ask Cullen to speak at 
this year's forwn. · 

"I heard Linda Cu!Jen on the radio and I just 
knew that she would be a great speaker to have 
come,',' Vadnie said. 

Vadnie ·is also excited aqout the panel that 
includes photojownalists from print media and 
television. These speakers will be the focus of the 
afternoon session of the First Amendment Forwn. 

"Our afternoon panel has a Pulitzer Prize win-
ner on it," Vadnie said. · · 

The panel of photojournalism experts will 
include John Stennes, the photo chief of the 
Grand Forks Herald (N.D.); Mike Knaak, the 
assisting managing editor of the St. Cloud Times; 
and Steve Rice, the photo editor of the Star 
Tribune. John Drilling , a TV photojournalist at 
KARE-II, will also be on the panel. 

The afternoon panel will be giving the audi­
ence ideas and strategies for conceiving and 
accomplishing photo stories about breaking news 
and tragedy. 

The panel wiU also be giving tips on how to 
access infonnation at private and government 
sites. -A presentation of news and feitture photos 
will also be given by the experts. 

The Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) 
is ili ·charge of running the First Amendment 
Forum. Gretchen Lundberg, the president of 
SCSU's SPJ chapter, encourages any student to 
attend the forum to learn about the First 
Amendment and how'it affects everyone. 

"This is a great way for students to network 
with professionals and learn about the First 
Amendment," Lnndberg said . . 

Tracy Finch, vice president of SPJ at SCSU, 
said that she thinks the First Amendment Forum is 
a great way for students to learn about how the 
media deals with tragic events like those that have 
just happened recently. 

"With !he events that just -happened in 
September, this will give students an idea of how 
journalists deal with such events," Finch said, 

Stri ~g_ .of thefts hits SCSU 
Nissa Billmyer 

STAFF WRITER · 

In a recent string of thefts on campus, 
Public Safety warned students and faculty to 
take some time to safe guard their personal 
and valuable property. 

"We want to remind people of a heightened 
state of awareness regarding the theft of per­
sonal property," said Public Safety Director 
Miles J. Heckedom III. 

Heckedom offered tips to secure and pre­
vent theft from dorm rooms, bedrooms, cars 
and backpacks. He said that often times peo­
ple think they are going to be right back and 
leave items unattended. Heckedom pointed 
out other ways to retrieve stolen items-. 

''There are these numbers you can obtain 
from the police. department," said 
Investigation Sergeant Jeff Atkinson. "Even if 
it 's not of monetary value, but ,of personal 
value, you can·use these numbers in ease it 's 
stolen to identify it." 

These numbers are personal identification 
numbers thaf are registered with a national 
database, which, if placed on your items, can 
be used to'trace the item back to you, regard­
less of where in the country it is found. 

Many people believe that having the serial 
• number, make and model is enough to help get 

the stolen items returned. By having these per­
sonal identification numbers or markings, stu­
dents can assure that they can make a positive 
identification of items. 

"Use. some ~ pe of personal identification 
number on these items," Heckedom said. "Use 
a driver's license number, or other personal 
number on them." 

Items that have been hot tickets include car 
stereos, purses, CDs, cell phones, VCRs and 
cash. The personal identification numbers can 
be placed on the high value items, such as car 
stereos and cell phones. · 

However, these numbers aren't the onJy 
way to prevent you from becoming a victim of 
theft or larceny. 

Atkinson pointed out that the first thing to 
do to prevent theft is to lock the doors of your 
car or room. The second thing to do is to place 
any item of value out of sight. Other preventa­
tives methoos include making sure all your 
windows are shut securely and using son;ie 

type of identification marks in the same spot 
of each item . . These marks can be personal 
codes of letters and/or numbers. They can 
either be scratched.into the item or marked on 
by a permanent marker. 

There are several ways to identify your 
items. Heckedom noted putting the markings 
in a discrete location on the item, even• if you 
have to remove the casing on a car stereo to 
put it inside. Taking photographs of these 
items also work. 

· "Does it take time to do these things? Yes," 
Heckedom.said "But is it worth it? Yes. If you 
have a $500 stereo and your insurance 
deductible is onJy $200, then you still loose. 
So ask yourself, is this worth 10 minutes of 
your time?" . 

Heckedom also pointed out that placing 
items in the trunk of the car in newer vehicles 
is not necessarily a safe idea. Many newer cars 

, are trunk accessible through the back seat, 
thus if you leave your doors unlocked, the pos­
sibility of getting into the trunk increases. 

By following these steps, the chances of 
being · robbed decrease. The other ways 
include keeping an eye on all personal items, 
such as backpacks, purses and luggage, and by 
removing the faceplates on your car stereo and 
making the car look empty. 

"It's important that everybody takes a ]jttle 
time to protect their valuables from being 
taken," Atkinson said. 

Recently, a string of thefts from Atwood 
Center were those of backpacks that were sim­
ply left unattended. Other incidents of theft · 
included the lack of.locking doors or win­
dows. 

Some thefts have also occurred in Q-Lot 
dealing with personal property. Heckedom 
recognizes that Q-Lot is the largest and most 
remote on campus, but he also reminds stu­
dents that by taking these steps the likeliness 
of theft will be reduced. 

"Vf_e want to minimize the opportunity of 
theft and larceny," said Heckedom. "By mini­
mizing the opportunity, we minimize the event 
of it. Be aware of your things at all times, not · 
onJy at night in the ·dark. Subconsciously you 
should be able to control your property. Don't 
leave personal property unattended. It is esti­
mated that 90 percent of all thefts on campus­
es and universities are one student from anoth­
er." 

Attorney . speaks about domestic violence 
Britt Johnsen 

STAFF WRITER 

Speaking to an attentative crowd filling half 
of Atwood Theater, staff attorney for the 
Women's Human Rights Program in 
Minneapolis, Elisabeth Duban, was the chosen 
speaker for an II th installment of the Women 
on Wednesday program. · 
. Wednesday's topic was "An International 
Perspective on Domestic Violence," and Duban 
informed the crowd abou\ the. many perspec­
tives on domestic violence, with a particular 
~'::f =1~at~~-domestic violence beyond the 

Having spent many years studying in former 
Soviet Union countries, Duban and her col­
leagues have worked hard to educate people on 
domestic violence: what it is, who it affects and 
what one can do if they or someone they know. 
is being abused. 

Domestic violence is anything ranging from 
a slap to-murder, and everything in between. It 
can be with whom anyone shares a close rela­
tionship, whether it is a farniJy member, a sig-

nificant other, or any friend, roommate or rela-
�~� tive. · 

Contrary to popular belief, this is an issue 
that is not gender neutral. It predominantly · 
affects women, with most statistics showing 85 
percent'Of women more likely to be victimized, 
while onJy 15 percent of men are subject to the 
same threat. That means that women are five to 
eight times more likely to be victimized than 
men. 

This is quite a common issue. One study 
showed that IO to 50 percent of women are 
affected by some sort of physical or psycholog­
ical abuse by someone they know. 

And, unfortunately, "These acts don't hap­
pen randonily or just one time," Duban said. 

AJso, these acts are not limited to certain 
races, religions or ethnicities. They happen 
everywhere, and "cut across-every culture," 
Duban said. 

The speech addressed the importance of 
being aware of domestic violence, because 
there aren't enough educated people out there 
who realize they are abusing someone, being 
abused by someone, or know someone who is 

being abused. 
'There's always some group that feels there 

are other groups more violent than they are," 
Duban said. 

With that said, groups akin to Advocates for 
!fuman Rights have helped spread the word to 
people, and create a voice for those who fear the 
repercussions of telling the tmth about the hor­
rible events taking place in the li\'es·of many 
women. 

Fortunately, there have been treaties made to 
educate and enforce laws about domestic and 
sexual violence. The General Recommendation 
I 9 of I 992 deemed domestic -violence as a 
crime, and overall, liberty-depriving. This act 
has made it so any state failing to prevent 
domestic· violence, as well as investigate and 
compensate for any act of domestic or sexual 
violence, will entail serious results. 

Unforl\lnately, the most common views in 
the former Soviet states range from the woman 
bi,ing ultimately blamed for the acts of violence 
to the woman backing out of legal enforcements 
on an act of violence, due to the detrimental 
financial effects it could cause of the husband is 

a primary "bread winner". 
The main remedy for domestic violence is 

education. With education, people will gain 
information about how to deal with domestic 
violence, whether it is them or someone they 
know. 
, .For instance, knowing what is and what isn't 
domestic violence is key for prevention and 
~medy. Main causes include the man wanting 
to be in control of his wife, such as IIJllking sure 
that his wife is obeying him, cleaning for him, 
taking care of his children and cooking the food. 
This leaves an easy opening for an abusive part-. 
ner to criticize, and ultimately; act violently or 
cause some type of harm: 

"I was in a relationship that dealt with 
domesticate violence," said audience member 
and student Mary Pygnasak. ''It's just really 

' interesting to hear the different aspects ( of how 
people deal with domestic violence)." 

As a bottom line, people like Pygnasak and 
Duban help others realize, from country to 
country, the importance of learning from each 
other, and helping .to put a stop to the violent 
acts that too many women are encountering. 


