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QA with YH1 5 hip hop Quieen

Kaleb Bronson
INTERMISSION EDITOR

Born into the mainstream hip hop industry through a VH1 tele-
vision show, Persia has been living the life of a rapper since she
was a child.

Rachel Mucerino, a.k.a. Persia, was the 25-year-old rough and
rugged New York rapper on Ego Trip's “The (white) Rapper Show”
featured on VHI before getting cut. But she isn’t down for the
count, and neither is the show, which is rumored to be in the casting
process for season two.

Persia, who calls herself the “Queen of this rap sh-t,” is all over
the hip hop scene and popping out new tracks on her Myspace page
faster than the mouse can click.

She was born and raised in Far Rockaway, N.Y. and slapped
with a musical silver spoon in her mouth. She has been building a
wall of rhymes, poems and hip hop skills that are being shoved in
the industry’s mouth.

Her style is built from the ground up, starting withher shoe ob-
session, which is always a necessity to her pure hip hop-appearance.
Then working up past her thuggish allurement andending with her
curly tress atop her head.

April 14 at Soleil in New York City, to answer a few questions.

Why did you originally’become a lyricist?

“I don’t think you can becomenlyncls( you can become a rap-
per. Bul being a lyricist is s ling you're either born with or
not.”

Who was your mﬁugn,c@xo begin

rhyming?
oneperson, it would be my late
* Wehad a rough relauonshlp

“If I had to narrow it do:
to yourself and your dreams. A

boyfriend Don Q, who was@
that taught me a lot of stayi
caraccident. One night I was up
and Mface in the crowd. Af-

year after breaking up, he:
crazy and he wasn’t

watching “Fight Klub™on
ter going thru the motions wondering if T

really dead, something in my head said make it proud, do what
he didn’t get a chance t0 do. £ the game!”

Do you have an’
‘*‘ljustﬁ.nishgiupthz

Persia took a break from setting up her birthday bash, set
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Persia, of “The (white) Rapper Show,” is preparing for a
national tour. In preparation, she is performing all over

New York

iR e e

ghs]. Anyor : thathasa ovemdplxxmfoﬁ
I don’t need a big name, just a hot beat.”

in me .
difference i
I grew up listening too.

wing and murtured my passion. I think he saw hls love for hip hop
b | posses the love for hip hop thatthe himself does. Only
T'actually got it from great artists such as himself who

Do you have any plans for a national or in-

ternational tour?

“As I mentioned before, we are
take it over seas . . . I can’t wait!”

going to run thru the states then

299

What’s up with the ‘““shoe game”?

“Ahhh the shoe game The shoe game has matured. I used to
be a sneaker head, still am, I've just expanded [laughs]. I have over
300 pairs of kicks and 500 stilettos/boots. Something” bout a purdy
ass shoe that just sets you on fire to take over the world. Ladies step
ya shoe game up! [laughs]”

Do you have anything you want to add to tell
the world about what is coming next from

Persia?

“I have been given the opportunity of a lifetime, a chance to do
what I love. I want to thank all my fans who have stood by me thru
it all and loved me for me. Through all my recordings, I hope each
and every person has a chance to connect with one of my records
andshave thateld school feeling like, *This chick is singing about
me. Persia will make you fall in love with hip hop again.

For more informafion about Persia, £0 0 WWW.myspace.comy
persianyc.

PHOTO COURTESY OF PERSIA
Rachel Mucerino, also known as Persia of EgoTrip’s

“The (white)Rapper Show,”
in the near future

is set to release her mixtape

Stretch’s Street Park unites area skateboarders

Local skate park
Stretch’sStreet
Park, offersa
wide variety

of servicesfor

wheeled warriors
Jennifer Straley
STAFF WRITER

Finding a place to skate-
board in early May when St.
Cloud has just been covered in
a fresh layer of snow isn’t that
difficult of a task at all.

Stretch’s Street Park, located
in Waite Park, is an indoor skate
park that has much to offer for
skateboarders.

With about 10,000 square

ramps and rails, a foam pit and
a five foot half-pipe, Stretch’s
brings in skaters from all over
Minnesota.

“We are a smoke free, drug
free, alcohol free, hassle free

skate park,” co-owner Stretch
Thomes said.

Stretch, along with his broth-
er Pat Thomes, have owned and
operated the park for five years.

*Our main customers range
in age from 6 to 16 years of age,
and we do get older adults as
well. I have had them in here
as young as 4-years-old and as
old as 40 something,” Stretch
Thomes said.

In order to maintain a hassle
free environment, the park has
rules regarding the sharing of
ramps and rails.

ey don’t want an old-
er, more experienced skater
to come in and ruin it for the

younger ones.

Stretch Thomes said, “We

want every skater to show a
mutual respect for every other
skater in here, and if they don’t,
they can leave.”

They don’t want one skater
to not come in because they
don’t feel comfortable with
someone else that is there.

“We are rentable privately
when we aren’t open during our
regular hours, which are Sunday
through Friday from 3 p.m. to 9

.m. and Sdlurddy from noon to
p-m.,” he said.

Renling out the entire park
is cheap, and is a way to ensure
that the park can be set up the
way a certain skater likes it.

“If it is slow in here, we will
allow bikes in, otherwise, you
do have to rent it out privately
for bikers, and you can have u
to five bikers at a time,” S(rclcﬁ
Thomes said

Saturday afternoons are the
Edrk s busiest time, and they

ave many skaters that attend

feet to skate and a variety of

JULIE LEININCER/ VISUALS EDITOR

Stretch Thomes, owner of Stretch’s Street Park, stands behind the merchandise
counter Tuesday afternoon in Waite Park. Thomes’ band, the Scorcher, will be play-

ing shows in April and May at the skate park.

the park frequently, Stretch
Thomes said.

Trenton Gilsrud, a 14-year-
old, North Jr. High School stu-
dent said, “Stretch’s is a place
that you can be free and do what
you want.”

Gilsrud’s skate friend, Cody
Dubrosky, also 14, said, “I love
this place. It is like home away
from home.”

Safety is a
Skrctuh s Street Park.

“All skaters under the age of
18 must have a waiver signed
by their parents and must wear
a helmet. All skaters over the
age of 18 must sign their own
waiver and can choose whether
or not they want to wear a hel-
met,” Stretch Thomes said.

Stretch’s has some equip-
ment for rent, and they also sell
a little bit of everything related
to skating.

‘e have 11 helmets that
skaters can rent if they don't
have one of their own, and also
we have seven skateboards that
we rent out,” Stretch Thomes
said.

As far as the items they sell,
Stretch’s has the lowest price in
town, because they have such
low overhead costs, he said.

“All you have to do is just
compare our prices with other
shops in town and you will see
that our prices are the lowest,”
he said.

Being one of the only indoor
skate parks in the St. Cloud area,
Stretch’s Street Park has a wide
geo%raphlc reach.

tretch’s has about 5,000
signed waivers and has brought
in skaters from more than 114
different Minnesota towns, so
far.

Distance won't stop the most
dedicated skaters from riding a
rail or two during the long, cold
winters of Minnesota, Stretch
Thomes said.

“They come from Eagan to
Brainerd, from St. Paul to right
here in the St. Cloud/Waite Park
area,” Stretch Thomes said.
“We had a private rental in here

priority at

JULH NGER/ VISUALS EDITOR
Cody Dubrosky, a 13-year-old North Jr. High student,
does an ollie over the edge of the half pipe Tuesday night
at Stretch’s Street Park. Stretch’s offers skateboard les-
sons, monthly lock-ins and birthday parties, along with
hourly rates for skateboarding or biking.

ner from Menards.
Students that can’t wait for
nicer weather to skate or who

Tuesday, and they were from
Brainerd.”
Stretch’s Street Park isn’t

just for skateboarders. People
can in-line skate, scooter and
bike when it is not to busy.

The indoor park is tucked
in behind a tool supply shop in
Waite Park, which is kitty-cor-

just want to check out the park
are encouraged to do so.
Students that want to skate,
but might not know how, can go
to Stretch’s Street Park and geta
one-hour lesson for $15.



