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League-leading six River Bats in All-Star Game

Jake Laxen
STAFF WRITER

The “Duck Pond” will have a large St.
Cloud feel come Monday’s Northwoods
League All-Star game.

The River Bats will send a Northwoods
League-most six players to the North Divi-
sion team to play at Warner Park, the league’s
best drawing stadium and home to the Madi-
son Mallards.

Players selected to the game include
Brian Hernandez, Ryan Sheldon, John Atteo,
Xavier Esquival, Derek McCallum and T.T.
Rami

amirez.

“Every year you expect some guys to go
and then a few pop up that surprise you, but
this year all six guys were certainly deserv-
ing and expected,” River Bats vice president
Marc Jerzak said. “It is an honor to be send-
ing the most players.”

The selections are a testament to the
team’s strong finish to the first half, in which
the Bats won nine of their last 10 games to

ESPNU.
Overall the All-Star
schedule is a busy one.
“The guys sort of dread
going sometimes because
everyone else has three
days off.” Jerzak said.
“But once they get
there and the place is
packed with 6,000-plus
fans, they are glad to
be a part of it and real-
ize the honor it i
Hernandez is the
Bats’ starting third base-
man and returnee from
the 2007 championship
club.

home run derby at 4:30 p.m.

St. Cloud’s Kevin John-
son, who was not selected to
the All-Star team, will par-
ticipate as one of the seven
members of the North
squad.

A special exhibi-
tion game followed
pitting U.S. Military
All-Stars vs. Home
Talent League All-
Stars in the “All-Amer-
ican Challenge.”

The annual All-Star
luncheon then begins
Monday at noon, with
former MLB All-Star

Greg  Vaughn A rough start
slated as the to the year has
guest speaker. his batting aver-

Vaughn's age at just .245,
son, Cory, is a but he is second on
Northwoods League the team with 14 RBI

Sheldon has been the staff ace, going 6-1
with a 1.98 ERA. He has struck out a team-
best 34 and has walked only 16 batters.

Atteo has been equally impressive in the
rotation and holds a perfect 5-0 record. He
has an ERA of 2.04 and opponents are hitting
222 off him.
quivel has developed into one of the
league’s best closers. He has allowed just
one earned run through 20 and one-third in-
nings, good for a 0.44 ERA.

He 1s also tied for the league lead in saves
with nine.

McCallum is another returner from the
2007 championship team. While he served
as a reserve last season, he has become the
team’s prmnr\ power hitter this season.

He is second in the league with a 355
batting average and tops the team in home
runs (5) and RBIs (32).

Ramirez was one of the top players of the
first half Bats charge, but he injured his knee
right before the second half and is out for the
rest of the year.

finish in second place. Starting the second
half, the team is on a torrid pace, going 6-2,
leading the North Division by one game.

depth,” manager Tony
Arnerich said. “We have a lot of great parts

“We have great

and it shows out on the field.”

Sunday began the festivities with the

State.

All-Star for the La Crosse
Loggers and plays col-
legiately at San Diego

The All-Star game will
begin at 7:05 p.m. and will
be broadcast nationally on

I

I'A’zfj".'/lx

and has been renowned
for his defense at the hot
corner.

“We are meshing as a
team and it makes everyone
more comfortable to be in
the line-up,” he said.

Duluth Huskies outfielder Chris House
will fill his spot.

Ramirez finished with a .303 average and
eight steals on the year.

Despite his loss, the Duck Pond will re-
main largely a St. Cloud affair.

Disc golf
league
thrives
locally

Andrew Scherber
STAFF WRITER

The rising popularity of
disc golf in the St. Cloud area
has been well chronicled, and
the St. Cloud Disc Golf Club
has contributed greatly to that
fact.

The club was started of-
ficially in 2001, but Ken Wig-
gins, one of the club’s original
board members and the author
of the club’s bylaws said the
club had unofficially started
years before.

During the late 1980s Wig-
gins and a group of between
30 and 40 disc golfers began
regularly gathering for self-or-
ganized events just as the first
courses began popping up in
the St. Cloud area. As the group
began to grow and the need for
organized decision-making be-
came necessary, the core group
of avid members decided to of-
ficially start the SCDG.

“We got so big,” Wiggins
said. “We needed a way of de-
ciding who was going to make
decisions and communicate
with the city about things.”

Today the club is pleased
with the advancement of the
sport in St. Cloud and its sur-
rounding areas. Over a dozen
courses are now open within 30
minutes of St. Cloud, with more
expected to open soon. The

SCDG plays an important role |

in the growth, Wiggins said.

“While the courses are tech-
nically controlled by the city,
we have raised money in order
to purchase baskets and make
the courses as nice as possible,”
Wiggins said.

In addition to fundraising
for potential new courses and
equipment, the club also dedi-
cates itself to maintaining the
courses that are already in the
area, said Phil Bissett, a Sauk
Rapids resident and SCDG
member since 2006.

“We are a group that helps
clean the courses and monitor
them to make sure we will have
these courses well into the fu-

Joe Brown
SPORTS EDITOR

Riding high after a 7-1 week, the
River Bats continued their winning
ways.

Last week, St. Cloud went 4-2 and
leading the second-half standings in the
Northwoods League North Division by
one game over Mankato and Thunder
Bay. Entering the All-Star break, the
River Bats have won 15 of their last 18
games.

With the team hitting on all cylin-
ders, the players believe the effort on the
mound is what’s driving their success.

“Our biggest thing is our pitching,

ture,” Bissett said. our pitching is out of their minds right
Another one of the club’ now,” said second baseman Derek Mec-
main is to Callum, a soph from Mi

various events and lea; res for
players of all skill levels in ei-
ther recreational or competitive
settings.

“We put on several leagues
during the summer and spring
for both amateurs and pros,”
Wiggins said. “There’s also a
winter league, and probably an
average of one major tourna-
ment every month.”

As of 2007, the club had
118 registered members, and
nccordmg to Wiggins the tally
for 2008 is pending.

The club’s official bylaws
state that any person “who
wishes to be a part of the Cen-
tral disc golf com-
munity and agrees to support
and uphold the SCDG may
join.”

Most members join the
SCDG in order to find out in-
formation about upcoming
events and to enjoy the orga-
nized competition with other
players that might not be avail-
able without the club.

who is second in the league with a .355
batting average. “Also, our defense is
playing well. If we string a few hits to-
gether, have a few big innings, we're go-
ing to keep winning.”

The pitching staff showed its domi-
nance to start the week, beating Battle
Creek by a score of 6-3. All-Star starting
pitcher John Atteo pitched another solid
outing, going seven innings, striking out
three and surrendering two runs. Kurtis
Frymier was effective in relief, striking
out three for his fourth win of the year.

Down 2-1 entering the bottom of the
eighth, the River Bats offense exploded,
scoring five runs in the bottom half.
McCallum started the rally with a one-
out double, putting himself in scoring
position. The next batter, first baseman
Kevin Johnson would tie the game with
a single up the right field gap, scoring
MecCallum.

Later, with the bases loaded, des-
ignated hitter Steve Cochrane hit a
grounder to Bombers second baseman
A.J. Shindler, who made a throwing er-
ror, sending the ball into left field. The
errant throw would score pinch runner
| Matt Fanelli and third baseman Brian
| Hernandez. Catcher Adam Weisenburger

|

would finish the in-

ball is a pretty tough

ning with a double,
bringing in right Nort
fielder Preston Hale
and Cochrane.

In  Tuesday’s

matchup between North Division

St. Cloud and Bat- , WL
tle Creek, a fresh 5. Ckm 62
face led the River ThunderBay 53
Bats to an 8-1 vic- Mankato 53
tory. Duluth 44

In his second Rochester 45

Aexandria 45
game taking over Brainerd

for the injured T.T.
Ramirez in the out-

field, Pepperdine South Division
freshman  Brian I{ z—;-
Humphries ~ was Yseonsn
the catalyst for the g*g::: 2
Bats’ offense, go- B;i,ecm 4l
ing 3-5 with a run watedeo 35
and two RBIs. Madison 35
“I planned on LaCrosse 26

making an impact,

rthwoods League Second-half
Standings

game,” he said.
“You can't take any-
thing for granted.
It’s never really rou-
tine, I'm trying to
get into the groove

6B and help the team
= any way I can.”

1.0 The River Bats
10 then left St. Cloud
20 and prepared them-
gg selves for a four-
s game road trip

along the shores of
Lake Superior.
In Wednesday's

ce game, a pitcher's
£ duel took place
zbg against Duluth,
20 which saw the Bats
30 out-will the Huskies
30 1-0.
40 The Bats’ trio of
pitchers; John Thi-
bodeaux, Frymier

I just didn’t plan on
it being this well,”
said Humphries. “This is like a dream
come true to start this well, getting the
first hit out of the way and just focusing
on baseball.”

Although he is replacing an All-Star
in Ramirez, Humphries just wants to go
out and play his personal brand of base-
ball.

“I just go out there and play my
game. I can’t worry about anyone else’s
reputation,” Humphries said.

On the mound, starting pitcher Cole
Cook was dominant. In seven innings
of work, he struck out six batters and
brought his season ERA down to an im-
pressive 2.65.

McCallum again showed why he
is the starting second baseman for the
North Division in Monday’s All-Star
game. On Tuesday. he went 2-5 with
two RBIs.

In spite of his success this season, he
does not go into games expecting to be
an offensive juggernaut.

“1 don’t know if it's routine. base-

and Xavier Esquivel
combined to give up only two hits and
five walks during the game. Thibodeaux
was hitless for five innings until Hus-
kies’ right fielder Collin Kuhn got Du-
luth’s first hit. He would finish the game
with a win, his second of the year. Es-
quivel would close out the game, getting
his eighth save.

With St. Cloud as hard pressed to get
hits as Duluth, the River Bats finally got
on the board in the third inning. Weisen-
burger led off the inning with a single.
He would score later in the inning after a
wild pitch by Huskies pitcher Josh God-
frey.

Both teams finally found their of-
fensive stroke during Thursday’s game,
with the River Bats pulling off a 7-4 vic-
tory to sweep the Huskies at Wade Sta-
dium.

Things got going in a hurry for the
Bats. Designated hitter Dan Betteridge
scored after a throwing error by Duluth
in the first inning.

In the second. the River Bats added

Six River Bats were named to the Northwoods League All-Star game on Monday, July 14. The River Bats selected were (from top left
clockwise) Brian Hernandez, T.T. Ramirez, Ryan Sheldon, Derek McCallum, Xavier Esquivel and John Atteo.

Batslead division after 4-2 week

to the lead, scoring three runs. Right
fielder Preston Hale led off the inning
with a double off Huskies' pitcher Aaron
Barrett. Later, he would score on a Niko
Gallego sacrifice grounder, Weisenburg-
er and Humphries would also score in
the inning, taking a 4-1 lead.

After the sixth inning, the game was
sealed for the River Bats. Third baseman
Brian Hernandez led off the inning with
adouble and was driven home by Hale's
second hit of the game. Fanelli would
drive in Hale after lacing a triple to right
field.

Ryan Sheldon proved again why he
is the ace of the pitching staff, allowing
only one run in six innings of work, im-
proving his record to 6-1. After Duluth
tried rallying in the eighth, Esquivel
came in and closed the door on the home
team for his ninth save.

On Saturday, St. Cloud traveled to
Thunder Bay for a doubleheader against
their division foe. Originally scheduled
as a two-game series, Friday’s game was
rained out and pushed to Saturday.

While both games were scheduled
for only seven innings, that was all the
Border Cats needed, crushing the River
Bats in both games by a combined score
of 19-2.

Border Cats third baseman Chris
Curley led the team with a three-run
home run, his third of the season.
Tim Palincsar and Josh Ashenbrenner
chipped in two RBIs apiece.

In game two, the Border Cats only
needed five innings to beat the River
Bats in convincing fashion 12-2. Co-
chrane was the only River Bats player to
get a hit in the game, which was called
after five innings due to rain. Palincsar
kept up his hot streak going, going 2-4
with four RBIs.

The River Bats resume their second
half schedule on July 16 with a four-game
home stand. They play the Rochester
Honkers on Wednesday and Thursday,
then a two-game rematch with Thunder
Bay at Joe Faber Field. All four games
are scheduled for 7:05 p.m. starts.



